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ODPEM ON ALERT AS TROPICAL STORM WARNING UPGRADED TO HURRICANE WATCH 

 

KINGSTON, JAMAICA: The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management 

(ODPEM) is activating its preparedness measures as Tropical Storm Melissa continues its 

slow movement across the Caribbean Sea. The agency will convene a meeting of key 

stakeholders—including the National Works Agency (NWA) and other critical partners—this 

morning to coordinate national readiness and the protection of vulnerable communities. 

 

Overnight, the Tropical Storm Watch previously in effect for Jamaica was upgraded to a 

Tropical Storm Warning, and a Hurricane Watch is now in effect. This means tropical storm 

conditions are expected within 36 hours, and hurricane conditions could pose a threat 

within 48 hours. 

 

At 4:00 a.m., the centre of Tropical Storm Melissa was located near latitude 15.0° North, 

longitude 74.9° West—approximately 353 kilometres (219 miles) south-southeast of Morant 

Point or 390 kilometres (240 miles) south-southeast of Kingston. 

 

ODPEM has placed 881 emergency shelters and more than 1,700 trained shelter managers 

within its national network on standby as the system moves closer to the island. 

 

According to the Meteorological Service of Jamaica, “Tropical Storm Melissa is moving very 

slowly toward the west near 6 km/h (3 mph). A gradual turn toward the northwest or north-

northwest is expected during the next couple of days, followed by a westward turn.”  

 

The system is expected to strengthen into a hurricane within the next few days, with more 

significant intensification projected by late Friday and continuing through the weekend. 

 

The Government of Jamaica will provide a further national update later today. 

http://www.odpem.org.jm/


ODPEM is reminding the public that information on designated emergency shelters is 

available at www.odpem.org.jm/shelters or from local authorities. 

 

Due to continued rainfall, Tropical Storm Melissa is expected to increase the risk of flooding 

and landslides across the island.  

 

Residents—especially those in low-lying and flood-prone areas—are urged to take the 

following precautions: 

• Identify the nearest emergency shelter and prepare to evacuate if necessary or when 

advised by the authorities. 

• Avoid flooded waterways, including fords, gullies, streams, and rivers. 

• Refrain from going sightseeing along coastal areas. 

• Secure important documents in waterproof containers or sealed plastic bags. 

• Stay clear of areas prone to landslides. 

 

The public is encouraged to monitor official updates from the Meteorological Service, local 

authorities, and ODPEM via the media and official communication channels. 

 

ODPEM continues to monitor the system closely and will provide additional updates as new 

information becomes available. 

 

“Disasters Happen … Be Prepared” 

Contact: Zadie Neufville, zneufville@odpem.org.jm 

Mobile:  876 499-1599 
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